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the sporophyte of the Bryophyta in that it is attached to the game-
tophyte by a foot and is dependent on the gametophyte for nour-
ishment. Soon, however, it develops its own stems, leaves, and
roots, and becomes independent of the gametophyte, which goes to

Fie. 825.  Section of a stem of a maidenhair fern (Adiantum), showing a
siphono stele
Note that there is a central pith composed largely of thick-walled sclerenchyma
cells, and that outside the stele is a wide cortex. The xylem is bordered on
both sides by phloem, (x 35)
pieces and disappears. The sporophytes are long-lived plants, and,
in addition to their vegetative organs, produce large numbers
of sporangia. As ferns are the commonest of the pteridophytes
and as their life history is easily observed and studied, the experi-
mental cultivation of many species being comparatively easy, the
typical life history of a fern affords an excellent type for the study
of Pteridophyta*